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I am grateful for his wise counsel and per-
sonal friendship and look forward to his contin-
ued leadership in setting the new Democratic

agenda and America’s agenda in 1996 and be-
yond. I wish him and his fine family well.

Remarks Announcing the Technology Learning Challenge Grants
October 10, 1995

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for your out-
standing work on this issue. And thank you,
Secretary Riley and Secretary Brown, for your
work as well.

I want to say a few more things about the
people behind me and those in front of me,
but if I might, in the beginning, I think it would
be appropriate for me to make a few comments
about what has happened to the Amtrak train
in Arizona.

We believe it was a case of sabotage. And
I am profoundly outraged by it. I want to make
it clear that we will do everything we can with
the Federal Government to catch whoever is
responsible. I am determined that we will make
sure that in the United States we will have the
tools, the means we need to keep the American
people safe. We will get to the bottom of this.
We will punish those who are responsible. We
will not tolerate acts of cowardice like this in
the United States, regardless of the motive. And
when I know more about it, I’ll be glad to
comment more about it.

I have just finished a meeting, along with
the Vice President and other members of our
administration, with leaders who are here be-
hind me, leaders of many of the American com-
panies on the cutting edge of the information
age. They are helping to lead our Nation into
the world of the 21st century as the strongest
economic power in the world.

Two and a half weeks ago in California, I
met with some other business leaders, and I
called on the representatives of business, gov-
ernment, teachers, schools, parents, students to
become involved in a high-tech venture with
a guaranteed return. I asked for a national pub-
lic-private partnership to connect every class-
room in America to the information super-
highway by the year 2000.

This today, this meeting, is the next step.
Today these business and education leaders have
joined with me to launch a partnership that will

ensure that every child in America is techno-
logically literate for the dawn of the 21st century
and that every child in America has the re-
sources, the means, by which to become techno-
logically literate by the dawn of the 21st century.

The idea that every child deserves the oppor-
tunity to build a bright future has been at the
heart of America’s education system and Amer-
ica’s entire value system. Education is the way
we keep the promise of the American dream
to all of our children without regard to their
circumstances.

Today that means computers, knowing how
to make the most of them, having teachers who
can work with students to make the most of
them, and having the right software to make
the computers make sense. Technological lit-
eracy must become the standard in our country.
Preparing children for a lifetime of computer
use is just as essential today as teaching them
the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic.

This isn’t just computers for computers’ sake.
We’re going to work together to help our
schools use technology to revolutionize Amer-
ican education so that all children will be able
to learn better and teachers will be able to be
more effective.

In the next few months, the leaders here be-
hind me will be working with us to produce
a plan based on the four pillars I outlined in
California: modern computers in every class-
room, accessible to every student from kinder-
garten through the 12th grade; connections from
every classroom to the incredible educational re-
sources flowing throughout the world; teachers
in every classroom who are trained to make
the most of new technology to educate every
student—and I want to emphasize, one of the
most important aspects of the technological rev-
olution is the opportunities being opened to
children so many Americans had given up on
and schools that too many Americans had given
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up on—and finally, a rich array of educational
software and information resources.

Today I’m announcing three steps forward
that show we are turning these principles into
reality. First, we’re awarding Technology Learn-
ing Challenge Grants to 19 communities. In
each community there’s a partnership of edu-
cators, businesses, libraries, museums, and com-
munity groups that have come together to retool
their schools for the 21st century. They are
matching these grants. They are committing
hardware and software, hard work, and know-
how. For example, in Dover, Delaware, Bell
Atlantic, Lightspan Partnership, and the State
education department are linking homes and
schools through family TV sets to improve read-
ing and arithmetic in the early grades. This is
how these partnerships will work.

Let me say that it costs a very modest amount
of money. This is one of the discussions we
have to have in the weeks ahead as we continue
our progress toward a balanced budget. We can
balance the budget without cutting back on our
commitment to our educational future. For a
very small amount of national money, we are
leveraging much larger amounts of local re-
sources. And I would say again, this is the kind
of thing that the Nation ought to be doing now
in the area of education and the sort of thing
I will be trying to preserve as we negotiate
the shoals of the budget discussions.

The second thing I want to announce is a
private sector effort making a difference in one
State is now going nationwide. We must rely
on the expertise of millions of Americans work-
ing in the high-tech professions. The Technology
Corps brings private sector volunteers into our

schools so that they can bring technology into
our classrooms. It’s already working in Massa-
chusetts where it was started by Gary Beach,
who is here with us today, to connect Massachu-
setts schools. And now we want to do this
around the country.

Finally, we’re launching the American Tech-
nology Honor Society to harness the high-tech
skills of exceptional students so they can help
to expand their own school’s use of technology.
We have to remember that people born in the
information age are more comfortable with it
than people like me, who weren’t. [Laughter]

The American Technology Honor Society will
be rooted in the National Honor Society, and
it will be run by the National Association of
Secondary School Principals. Communities, busi-
nesses, and governments; parents, teachers, and
students—this could be the largest merger in
history, with no questions from the Justice De-
partment. [Laughter] Certainly it will be the
most important partnership for the future in
the United States today, working together to
put a computer in every classroom and a com-
puter whiz at every desk.

Every child in America deserves the chance
to get the high-tech know-how to unlock the
promises of the 21st century—every child in
America. And thanks to the statesmanship and
vision of the people who are here with me today
and many like them all around America, we
are going to forge a partnership to do just that.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:28 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks Welcoming President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico
October 10, 1995

President and Mrs. Zedillo, members of the
Mexican delegation, distinguished guests. On be-
half of the American people, it is my honor
to welcome you to the United States as our
neighbors, our partners, and our friends.

I know I speak for all Americans when I
send my condolences to the victims of yester-
day’s terrible earthquake in western Mexico and
to their families. Our thoughts and prayers are

with all the people of your nation as the relief
effort gets underway.

Mr. President, the bonds between our nations
have never been stronger or more important.
Over the last decade, and with renewed vitality
since you took office, Mexico has embarked
upon a course of political and economic trans-
formation. Openness and participation are the
watchwords of the future as the people of your
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